
How are the influences of the 
Enlightenment and classical 
governments seen in the 
development of American 
government?

I will be able to take into consideration point-
of-view, bias, audience, purpose, political, 
social, and economic circumstances of the 
time to develop historical empathy when 
analyzing primary sources. (Code of 
Hammurabi,Common Sense, Declaration of 
Independence, 13 states, Articles of 
Confederation)

I will explain the role Ancient Greece had in 
influencing  American democracy

I will explain the role of Ancient Rome in 
influencing American democracy

Subtopic

I will explain how historical documents (i.e. 
Mayflower Compact,  Magna Carta, Common 
Sense, political cartoons) reflected colonists 
ideas and expectations for government.

How are  democratic 
principles expressed in the 
Declaration of Independence?

I will analyze the significance and key 
parts of the Declaration of 
Independence

Subtopic

Skills

I will create and use maps and 
timelines to analyze events in 
Colonial America.

Subtopic

I will explain how political, social, and 
economic circumstances of the time and 
place shaped the views and actions of 
individuals and institutions of a particular 
time period. (Colonial America, American 
Revolution, 13 states)

How did the Declaration of 
Independence reflect 
Enlightenment ideals?

I will explain the significance of events (i.e. the 
Continental Congress, Salutary neglect, 
establishment of colonial legislatures) to the 
development of colonists’ beliefs about 
government

How did the Articles of 
Confederation set the stage 
for the US Constitution?

*I will explain the Articles of Confederation’s 
importance in the US government.
*I will describe the strengths of the Articles of 
Confederation.
* I will describe the weaknesses of the 
Articles of Confederation.                                                    
*I will explain how the Articles of 
Confederation led to the Constitutional 
Convention.

Subtopic

I will define: natural rights, inalienable rights, 
consent of the governed, social contract.
I will identify the ideas of John Locke in the 
Declaration of Independence.
I will explain social contract theory, right to 
revolution and popular sovereignty.

I will make observations about how 
physical and cultural geography have 
affected the creation of the U.S.   
Constitution, America’s Declaration of 
Independence, and historical changes to 
the processes of government

AG UNIT 4--ORIGINS OF 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT The 
United States and its 
governments were influenced 
by many factors.
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